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Activity 1 Exploring the Peer Review Process
· What happens in a ‘peer review’?

· What are the problems that some students might have with peer review?

· What are the advantages of peer review for the students who give feedback?
· What are the advantages of peer review for the students who receive feedback?
· What are the advantages of peer review for teachers?
Activity 2 Focusing on the positives
· What are the features of a good academic essay? Make a list.

· Look at the example essay. In your group, identify all the features of a good essay that you can find in this example.

· Compare lists with another group.
Activity 3 Looking at specifics 
· Group 1 – identify any places in the essay where the writer has used examples to clarify or support a claim 

· Group 2 – identify examples of the cohesive techniques in the essay (e.g. lexical chains, reference, ellipsis, conjunction)
· Group 3 – identify the controlling idea of each paragraph in the essay

This can be adapted to encourage students to identify good use of any feature of writing, including specific language forms e.g. passive use. After working in groups on different features, students can be regrouped to share findings.
Activity 4 Providing scaffolding language
Make a list of questions you would like to ask the writer of the essay or things that are not clear for you. Think about how you could ask your questions in a polite way. 

Useful Language

· Could you explain what ______________ means?
· Sorry, but I don’t quite follow your ideas here. Could you explain what you mean?
· I’m not really sure why you ...

· Sorry, but I don’t really get this. Can you explain it a bit?
· This part of the paragraph isn’t quite clear to me. 

· I’m not quite sure what you are getting at here. 

· Can you tell me exactly what you mean by ________________?

· I’d like to know more about your reasons for saying ________________. Can you give me some other examples?

Online tools
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Conferencing section

Nicenet is a very simple free online VLE with extremely basic features. Similar online tasks can be set up using your institution’s VLE or any other discussion/chat service.

Example of a peer review conference discussion
[Edit | Delete]
FROM: Jane Sjoberg   (08/06/13 12:10 PM PST)   [ Send a personal message to Jane Sjoberg]
SUBJECT: Write your ARP rationale
[Reply]
Before you start, read the ARP [academic research paper] contributions from previous years to give you an idea of what you need to write.

Write your proposed ARP title and a paragraph explaining

(1) why you have chosen this topic; 
(2) which aspects of the topic you will investigate; 
(3) at least 3 sources you intend to use.
REPLIES (5): [ Hide Replies ]
FROM: Adeem Bindayel   (08/18/13 1:31 PM PST)   [ Send a personal message to Adeem Bindayel]
SUBJECT: my ARP title _ Adeem 
[Edit | Delete]

My ARP title: 
The impact of asynchronous online discussions within a blended learning environment to foster EFL University learners' collaborative critical thinking

Why you have chosen this topic? 

Critical thinking is one of the most crucial processes which lectures look for in University student. Many EFL University learners lack of critical thinking as their educational systems do not consider critical thinking as an important aspect in the educational process. So, it is important to motivate EFL University students to reinforce EFL students' critical thinking in an effective way to push them indirectly to get accustomed to evaluate, analyze , reason and solve problems critically . I tried to think about deep and meaningful learning approaches and outcomes associated with online and blended learning environment to foster EFL students' critical thinking. Finally, I reached to a title, that interest me to investigate about which is the influence of asynchronous online discussions within a blended learning environment to foster EFL University learners' collaborative critical thinking; as technologies are robust tools that are widely used and interested by new generations nowadays. 

which aspects of the topic you will investigate
_Main factors that affect EFL learners' critical thinking and collaboration when using online discussion within a blended learning environment.

_The advantages of using asynchronous online discussions within a blended learning environment to enhance critical thinking levels.

_The barriers / disadvantages of using asynchronous online discussions within a blended learning environment to enhance critical thinking levels.

_Online discussion and collaborative formats that trigger EFL learners' critical thinking.

_Instructors involvement + how teachers employ effective questions to promote EFL learners' critical thinking.

3 sources I intend to use;
MacKnight, C. B. (2000). Teaching critical thinking through online discussions. Educause Quarterly, 23(4), 38-41.

Arend, B. (2009). Encouraging critical thinking in online threaded discussions. The Journal of Educators Online, 6(1), 1-23.

Sull, E., (2009). The (almost) complete guide to effectively managing threaded discussions. Distance Learning, 6(4), 65-70.
FROM: Gabriela Zapata   (08/18/13 1:53 PM PST)   [ Send a personal message to Gabriela Zapata]
SUBJECT: RE: Write your ARP rationale
[Edit | Delete]

Adeem:

What is asynchronous??? 

Gaby
FROM: Adeem Bindayel   (08/18/13 4:11 PM PST)   [ Send a personal message to Adeem Bindayel]
SUBJECT: RE: Write your ARP rationale
[Edit | Delete]

Hi Gabi 
Thank you for the question 

asynchronous online discussions are the online websites where you can post your message and respond to others whenever you are available for example ; forums , nicenet. It is the opposite of synchronous online tools such as ;online chat rooms , skybe where you write and talk at the the same time with the responder
Following this online question, Adeem revised her ARP outline to include definitions of the different types of communication before analysing each. 
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